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\ccount of His Oriental Naturc the Mexican’s Mind
Is a Puzzle to the Foreigner—Strong
Drink Their Curse

They are often clever artlsans, mechan-
ics, masons, carpenters, electricians, and
80 on. Thelr children wear shoes and
stockings, may be sent to some third
rate school in the United States, grow
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They practise fraud in the smallest
as well as in the largest affairs. Hon-
est Ministers and Government officials
are exceptional.

Neither Spaniards

nor Indlans lack
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they only do work
rply thelr simplest
I very little, that is true
o1 not be pitled on that

dwellings are of “adobe"

neet 1 common thief or bandir, not worth bringing to trial, or even a rich

They set out with him across country, supposedly to some prison,

on the other side were, but #till, when
bullets are zipping through the alr it
{8 not easy to be unconcerned. A finer
quallty of courage than that was dis-
pluyed by a group of boys of good
Spanish famlilles in Monterey, who
were captured by Orosco and shot he-
cause they would not ery “Viva Car-
ranza" and abjure thelr cause, It was
not lack of Imagination, but sgheer grit

than that from which they were
It I8 no use supposing that In-
dians can be developed en masse into
BEuropeans by being “educated”; still
less can they be expected for many
yvears to come either to understand or to
make use of a constitution on Euro-
pean lines.

Between the mass of Indian peons in
Mexico and the few aristocrats who

way

or of bamboo, mere huts taken.

en feet by {welve; the roof
wooden shingles or roughly
ed the floor of earth,
lons are a stove, a few
n# a pestle and mortar, a
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| more they work less, would persuade one that the ming-|through demanding that revolvers

to get more out of them
thelr needs, Induce them
r gramophones and sewing
the fashiop among them
thes, boots, watches; per-

shou 1 be given up; they needed them.
The Mexicans who wore them could not
unbuckle the cases from thelr hips fast
enough. A short, square American rail-
way man sat among them. “Have you

ling of races is a crime. They have In-
herited the vices of both Spaniard and
Indian without any of their virtues,
They have neither the Spaniard's dig-
nity nor the Indian's simplicity, They

’ are proud without having anything to|a pistol, senor?” he was asked. “Yea"
sleep in bheds, -sit on |0 proud of; punctillous over trifles, [ he said grimly, “and If yon want it
[ plates and live in houses | hut casual In matters of moment; cow- | you'll have to take it The rebels

looked at him and left him alone,
Along with this unreadiness to risk

their skins goes a bombastic exaggera-

tion -of dangers. From a place ealled

ting 1t" In hovels. That
Iy called elvillzation:
will be applied In course of

ards both physical and moral, in spite
of their braggadocio; mean and crafty
and “crooked” beyond belief, “A Mex-
jcan would always rather earn b0 cenls

X by a trick than a dollar by honest | Wadley in the State of S8an Luis Potosi
theimselves in the scale of { work,” That sums them up not un-| there rode out one day a body of Ru-
A blgher standard of living. | fairly. | rnes (military police) to hunt out a

rebel commando, They took no pre-
cautions, gent ahead no scouts, Sud-
denly they were fired on at very close
range from the roadside and several
were killed. There were only a few
rebels, but the Rurales galloped back
and told how they had fought desper-
ately ngainst tremendous odds!

Worege than cowardly was the he-
havior of another troop of Rurales sent

to guard a mine in the Btate of Jalisco. |

When a band of Insurrectos ecame in
sight, an Englishman named Harrison,
who was in charge of the property,
asked them whether they would stay
and fight or run, They said they would
run. Mr. Harrvison therefore met the

rebels when they arrived and was mak-
ing terms with them when the Rurales
opened fire from a hill above and killed
four men. Never was man nearer death
than the Englishman in that hour.
Fortunately he was known to some of
the rebels, who vouched for him, say-
ing that he could not be involved in
such treachery, His life was therefore
spared. The Rurales were chased into
the woods, severnl were killed, the rest
were deprived of their rifles and ammu-
nition and even of their clothes., Then
they sent in a report saying they had
defeated the rebels severely; and that
report appeared in the newspapers, So
is the country deceived.

The Oriental nature of the Mexican
appears in his treatment of women.
They are regarded as ministers to his
comfort and his pleasure, and they
geem contented enough, They go out
very little, In the plazas on Bunday
evening, and in many towns on a4 week
night as well, they walk round and
round, or sit in the lamplight, listening
to the band, which, as a rule, is good,
for to this extent the Mexicans are a
musical people, Their luilels are made
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The Good Traits in the Indian Peon and the Lack of
Them in the Despicable Half

with elaborate care and sometimes with
tagte, Their hair is dressed to perfec-
tion. In a small town with no other
evidence of wealth, this I8 surprising,
But if you could follow them home vou
would find that many of them lived in
conditions not far removed from squalor,
The Mexican woman usually spends
the earlier part of the day-—the whole

La Ley Fuga, or the fugitive law, providing that any prisoner attempting to escape from a guard shall be shot, hides many a plain murder in Mexico. Any man, a
ranch owner in political disfavor, may be arrested by the Rurales on some small pretext or none at all.
but arriving without him, give out the stereotyped report, “Shot for

day if she does not
visitors
In well

go out or receive
In a glovenly wrapper,

to do families the girls are
usually without any occupation, They
st about for hours unemployed, not
wanting employment, Their thoughts
run and their talk pivots upon men,
Marrlage is their one idea. After mar-
riage they cease (o trouble about their
appearance, They age quickly and
grow stont, How far off they remain
from the hablts of American and Euro-

pean women may be judged by thelr
mourning customs, For at least six
montha, usually for a year, after her

husband's death a widow is not seen in
the streets. For twelve months she
wears heavy crape, then for another
year lighter black, then for a further
period black and white,

Many women still keep up the prac-
tlee of driving in closed carriages,
whioh In the glorious Mexican ellmate
musgt be torture,

Yet one can see a bright side even to
the Mexlcan's unwlillingness to ¢ “opt
the standardes which civilization im-
poses, In more clvilized countries

theére 18 a pretty clear lne of separa-

Breed “Greaser”

tion between classes, In Mexico the
relations between all sorts and condl-
tions of men are far more human than
in the United States or in England,
A ecabman hasg no hesitation In asking
hig fare for a cigarette if he wants one,

I have seen a train “auditor,” who
corresponds  roughly to an  English
“guard,” =it down by an ofticer in a

attempted escape.”

rallway carringe, and neither think any-
thing of it, There Is scarcely any snob-
bery In Mexico; that Is one reason for
its being such a pleasant land to travemy

thromgh, The same s true of Russia
an additional argument in favor of the
suggestion 1 have already made—that

thege two countries are, bencath a thin
crust of modernity, In much the same
stage of development—the stage through
which Dritain passed durlng the Wars
of the Roses, five and a half centuries
AKgo,

No Mexican house |s untidy—T speak
now of what would in England be ealled
“gentlemen’s houses,"” The Indlans live
mostly In wooden shacks or flimsy
muts which they make themselves, Let
me quote a  deseription from “Viva
Mexico,” nne of the best books ever
written about this or any other country:

“A smill inclogure of bamboo, four

floor, therefore, 18 damp everywhere,
and near the walle muddy, At one end
I a ‘brasero,’ not the neat, tiled affair
for charcoal, with holes on top and
draughts in the slde, that one sees In
towns, but a kind of box made of logs,
raisged from the ground on roughglegs
and filled with hard earth, A small fire
of green wood gmoulders in the centre
of this, filling the room from time to
time with blinding smoke, and around it
are three or four jars of coarse hrown
pottery and a thin round platter of un-
klazed earthenware on which are haked
the tortillas. Near by I8 o black stone
with a slight concavity on ltg upper sur-
face and a primitive rolling pin of the
same substance resting upon it, on the
floor In the corner are gome framed pe-
tates, thin mats woven of palm or
rushes, Thir I8 all, and this home,
At night the family huddles together for
warmth with nothing but the ‘petates’
between them and the damp ground,
They sleep in their clothes and try to
cover themselves with their well worn
sarapes (blankets)."

That conveyes, T think, an exaggerated
impression of discomfort In a cold or
damp ellmate such a dwelling would be
utter misery. The climate of Mexico is
during the greater part of the year hot
and dry. (m the hlgh tablelands the
nights, it is true, are chilly, but I have
slept In huts with only a light raincoat
around me and not felt the need of any
other covering The Indians, like all
other peoplesSin a state of nature, adapt

their houses to thelr conditions of ex-
istence,

Yet there Is one unfailing charm
about Mexican houses, That s the
charm of flowers All Mexicans love
flowers. Their homes usually present
to the street bare, unlovely walls, hut

velry often you get a glimpse of a patio
where the sunlight flickers on green
leaves and vivid blossoms, Alwavs vo
may count upon such an interior even
if you eannot see it. These peeps into
gay marden courtyvards are what [ re-
member when T think of Mexican
streets, It is the custom to bulld houses
round a green plot open to the sky.
Sometimes there Is a logein round this
a loggin into which all the rooms open
(there being no “upstairs”), and where
the household lives in warm weather,
cooled by the plash and tinkle of a foun-
tain In the centre. Or else the ground

floor mav he given up to oflicer or
stobling, and, mounting a stailrway,
vou come to a hroad halcony acreened

from the sun by thick tralls of lowering

ereeper.  Dellelous to wake up ot half-
past T of a November morning and
luxuriate in hot sunsghine as vou go

acrosg the patio or round the halcony
Lo your bath.

Most hotels are built more or
on this plan, which almost makes up
for the hardness of thelr pillows, The
Mexican Idea of a pillow that it
should by its extreme diecomfort pre-
vent you for as long as possible from
falling asleep. Otherwise hotels are
tolerable. The food ig usually pleasant

less

Is

enough, Mexiean dishes are alwayve
highly seasoned, sometimes painfoily
“hot |* the mouth' But a “mole”
which I8 a fowl or a turkey served
with a thick, dark brown slightly
sweet sauce all over It, is o« pgood as
any curry, They have attractive modes
of cooking pork, for those who are
hardvy enough to eat it, In Mexico.
There I8 alwayvs fruit and always drink-
able coffee.

Woman servants are called “criadas"
and wear their halr down, either In
tails or falling loose around their shoul-
ders. They can be trained into clever
cookg, neat waltresses and careful
housemaids, but [t i not often that
thev are so tralned, Much patience is
needed It I8 useless expect  too
much of them If they are scolded or
worrled, they simply leave without
warning Thev muet be allowed to do
their work more or less In their own
way Certain  hahits  have to  be
vhecked 1 suppose nearly ail cooks
use thelr fingers to test the tempera-
ture of soup. Mexican servanis pracs
tige even more unpleasant tricks until
they are taken in hand,

They are sometimes Inclined to pil-
fer, more from curlosity, [ believe,
than from a thieving propensity,  1ut
it i= a libel to ecall them all dishonest,
ag many people in Mexico do.  They
have odd ldeas which may make them
appear dishonest when they are not

#0, For inetance, a woman who washed
for an acquaintance of mine in Mexico
City told him one day she was going
to live In Toluca e spald her and
sald goodhy A little later he discov-
ercd that h n s wuas short
of goveral sheets, pillow cases, &c.; h»
so pessed rome 2hores,. Naturally he
ancluded that the washerwoman had
stolen them. Three monthe afterward
#he called at his office and sald that

she had left the missing articles at his
rooms and would he please pay her?
She had taken them to Toluca, washed
them, and Kkept them until had
an  opportunity to bring them back,
Time meant nothing to her Liegldes,
had =0 many.”

yarbers of the World

HE barber shopg of the United
States and Canada are the finest
in the world and charge the

highest prices, Comparatively few clties

of Furope use American chalrs and
many of these run their barher shops
in connection with men's furnishing
sBlores,

In most European ceities a haircut
and a shampoo costg £Ix cents, and in
partg of London a shave costs four
beents,  In some Ttallan citles one cent
is charged for a shave and two cents
for a haircut, and in Turkey barbers

take their entire pay In tips

Many German barbers make wigs and
switches while walting for customers
and many French do  ladles'
halr dressing, Austrian bharbers are com-
pelled to serve apprenticeships of four
vears, on pay beginning at 41 cents a
week and ending at §1.02 a week, before
they can own their shops.

Byrian barbers seat their customers In
ftraight backed chalrs before tiny wall
mirrors, and fix gqueer shaped pans
about their throats, Then they rub on
with thelr fingers lather made from
cheap soap

In India your barber

barhers

calls at your

teen feet by twelve perhaps, the steep,
pointed roof covered with rough hand
made ghingles of a goft wood that soon
rots and leaks. The bamboo, being no
muore Lhai a lattlce, affords but =!light
protection from a slanting rain anil
none whatever from the wind; the dirt

house and shaves you morning
| for $2 a month,

In China the harlers
emall tubs, razors and scissors about
streets, stopping on the sldewalks
| to perform their work, just as sclssors
| grinders do in Amerlca,

eVery
carry  stools,

| the

el



